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of the Bureau of Standards, reports to the International 
High Commission relative to the use of the metric sys- 
tem. This important report enumerates incidental 
advantages from the use of the international metric 
system in terms of easier selling, greater satisfaction to 
buyers, and approximate profits. He then adds the fol- 
lowing significant words : 

"A common system of weights and measures Is in a sense 
a universal language which more closely unites countries in 
those respects in which their interests are one and the same, 
namely, the promotion of science, commerce, and industry. 
• "A common system of weights and measures will also aid 
in realizing one of the alms of the high commission in secur- 
ing the unification of law and practice. Above all, the effect 
upon the comity of nations in having a common language of 
measurement will be to add one more bond of mutual under- 



standing to the forces tending toward permanent interna- 
tional peace." 

. . . The Eleventh National Oratorical Contest of the 
Intercollegiate Peace Association took place at Mohonk 
Lake Thursday, May 18. The contestants in the order 
of their standing, as decided by the judges, were Mr. 
Francis Case, Dakota-Wesleyan University, subject, 
"Man for Man;" Lester H. Jayne, Cornell University, 
subject, "The Common People;" Harry D. Hubbard, 
Michigan State Normal College, subject, "Peace for 
War;" Eoy L. Atterbury, Vanderbilt University, sub- 
ject, "Realities;" J. J. McBrayer, University of Ken- 
tucky, subject, "America and the Evolution of Peace." 
The judges were S. C. Mitchell, A. D. Call, George A. 
Ehoades, William Gorham Rice, and Mr. Thomas. 



AMONG THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS 



American Union Against Militarism. 

The American Union Against Militarism, recently the 
Anti-Preparedness Committee, recently sent a group of 
representatives for an interview with President Wilson, 
to report on their conclusions as to the strength of senti- 
ment against increasing armament, based on the tour of 
their speakers to the cities in which the President him- 
self spoke for the administration program. In addition, 
they presented to the President the following memorial : 

"To the President of the United States. 

"Sib: The American Union Against Militarism does not 
stand against sane and reasonable 'preparedness' nor for 
'peace at any price.' But, profoundly convinced that the 
big army and navy programs, with their accompanying prop- 
aganda, are a menace to democracy, we adopted your sug- 
gestion to 'hire large halls' and ascertain how the country 
stands upon this grave issue. In New York city, and in 
ten cities of the middle West, we stated our convictions as 
to the issue between militarism and democracy; before 
great meetings in Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Des Moines, Kansas City, St. Louis, Cincin- 
nati, and Pittsburgh. These meetings all gave enthusiastic 
endorsement to the view that the so-called 'preparedness' 
movement is not merely unnecessary, but against public 
interest; that in its inception and propaganda it is a dan- 
gerous expression of class and national aggression. The 
response was everywhere the same. 

"But, Mr. President, our appeal to the country found us 
embarrassed by questions which we could not. answer. 
Men came to us and said: 'If the President feels con- 
strained, because of the international situation, to make 
some concessions to the 'preparedness' movement ; if he 
asks us to uphold him in making a considerable addition to 
the army and navy at this time, at what point may we 
count upon him to resist the fanaticism and the extremes 
to which the movement would drive us? When will the 
President say to the militarists : 'Thus far shall we go, and 
no farther?' 

"We told them, Mr. President, that we would ask you. 

"Recent political events have demonstrated the existence 
of a strong and widespread distrust of the movement 
which, in the guise of 'preparedness,' is rapidly introducing 
old world militarist institutions into American life. It is a 
distrust which is seeking political expression, and is break- 
ing down party lines in its search. It feels Itself faced by 
a conspiracy of class and press, and seems determined to 
free itself and the country from that conspiracy. These 
American citizens crave some assurance from you that 
under your leadership we need fear no break with the 
splendid anti-militarist traditions of our past. 

"May we not hope that you will choose to tell the Ameri- 
can people that you see, as clearly as they, that much of 



the so-called 'preparedness' movement is rooted in motives 
sinister, and even sordid? 

"The country is facing a shrewd, persistent progaganda 
in favor of compulsory military service. The mass of the 
people — if our experience is any guide — are apparently not 
misled by the adroit attempts to disguise this compulsory 
military service as Swiss or Australian. They know this 
country is not Switzerland or Australia, and that what the 
proponents of conscription really want is a military organ- 
ization comparable with that of Germany. We found a 
widespread desire for some expression from you as to your 
views upon this matter. 

"You have been widely and incorrectly pictured as de- 
manding the greatest navy in the world. Millions of peo- 
ple view this with dismay. To them it means an armament 
race with Great Britain, involving enormous taxation, and 
at the end of the race a devastating and senseless war. 
We hope that you may find some time an opportunity to 
make your position clear. 

"In short, we come to you, not only as the President of 
the United States, but also as the man who has stood most 
firmly for the maintenance of our democratic institutions. 
We bring to you the evidence we have found of an abiding 
American spirit, tenacious of democracy, that fears the 
militarist propaganda as an assault upon democracy. 
These people are far less fearful of an invading army than 
they are of the enemy in our midst. East and West, and 
North and South, we find good, true American citizens, 
wage-earners, farmers, members of the professions, and 
business men who are stirred by a common desire to join 
with those in our own country and elsewhere who stand for 
democracy and against militarism. 

"At this crisis they, and we, look to you to clarify the 
discussion and make articulate the fundamental principles 
of the country." 

Activities have been largely curtailed during the past 
months owing to the stand which has been taken in regard 
to the question of "preparedness." Organizations which 
formerly appealed to the Society for speakers upon the 
general question of world organization are now more inter- 
ested in discussing the question of "preparedness," and 
such applications are filled by the Patriotic Peace League. 
However, the matter of military training in the schools has 
occupied the chief attention of the headquarters, and on 
April 7 a meeting was called of the 118 ministers who had 
volunteered their names as members of a committee of 
ministers to oppose military training in the public schools 
and to favor the introduction of an adequate system of 
physical training. The meeting adopted a part of the reso- 
lutions of this Society in opposing military training and 
framed for themselves a demand for adequate facilities 
and instructors to enable the introduction of proper phys- 
ical education in the Philadelphia schools. 

On the 15th of the month, owing to changes in the office of 
the Evening Telegraph, it became necessary for the peace 
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organizations which had maintained headquarters at Broad 
street and South Penn Square to move. After failing to 
find suitable headquarters on the street, the organizations 
were forced to move to 111 South 13th street, occupying 
the second floor. The rent of this place is to be divided 
among the Woman's Peace Party, the Peace Committee of 
the Yearly Meeting of Friends, and the Pennsylvania Arbi- 
tration and Peace Society. The other expenses of the office 
will also be shared, so that the charges will be about the 
same as those under which we maintained the office in the 
Bailey Building. 

On the 20th of the month the Annual Oratorical Contest 
was held at Harrisburg under the auspices of the Harris- 
burg branch of the Society. The first prize was won by 
Edgar Diehm, of Juniata College, and the second prize by 
Everett T. Jones, of Bucknell University. 

American Peace Society. 

The annual meeting of the American Peace Society 
was held in the Oak Boom at the Ealeigh Hotel at 3 V 00 
o'clock on the afternoon of Wednesday, May 13. 

Mr. Levering was chosen chairman of the meeting. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read in outline 
and declared approved. 

It was voted that the resolutions committee appointed 
by the Board of Directors serve as the resolutions com- 
mittee for the annual meeting. 

The Treasurer's report, accompanied by that of the 
auditor, was read and accepted and ordered placed on 
file. 

It was voted that the report of the Board of Directors 
be accepted and printed in the usual manner. 

The constitution was presented, with amendments 
proposed by the Board of Directors, and the committee 
appointed by them to make further amendments. 

It was voted that the constitution as revised and 
amended be adopted as the constitution of the American 
Peace Society. 

The Secretary read the report of the nominating com- 
mittee. It was voted that the Secretary cast a ballot for 
the list of officers as recommended, contingent uupon 
their acceptance in writing. The following list of offi- 
cers were declared elected : President, George W. Kirch- 
wey; honorary secretary, Benjamin P. Trueblood; scct 
retary, Arthur Deerin Call; treasurer, Geo. W. White; 
vice-presidents, Theodore E. Burton, Andrew Carnegie, 
William Jennings Bryan, William Howard Taft; execu- 
tive committee, Geo. W. Kirchwey, Arthur Deerin Call, 
Geo. W. White, Eugene Levering, Jackson H. Ealston, 
Jay T. Stocking, James L. Slayden, Theodore Marburg, 
Eockwell Harmon Potter, Justice P. L. Siddons, Allan 
Parquhar, Henry Harlan, Walter L. Hensley, Samuel 
T. Dutton, and William I. Hull. 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

PROGRAM. 

First Resolution. 

The program of the American Peace Society is as William 
Ladd, founder of the Society, wrote in 1840 : 

"Our plan is composed of two parts, viz., a Congress of 
Nations and a Court of Nations, either of which might exist 
without the other, but they would tend much more to the 
happiness of mankind if united in one plan though not in 
one body. ... 

"The Congress of Nations is to have nothing to do with 
the internal affairs of nations, or with insurrections, revolu- 
tions, or contending factions of peoples or princes, or with 
forms of government, but solely to concern itself with the 
intercourse of nations in peace and war." 

This program which outlines all the essential features of 
The Hague Conferences is still the program of the American 



Peace Society. This Society is therefore unalterably opposed 
to any policies which are not in harmony with the realiza- 
tion of this program. 

RECOMMENDATION. 

Second Resolution, 

It is further recommended that the suggestion of the Secre- 
tary, looking toward the organization of the American Peace 
Society under Government co-operation, be adopted and that 
a committee of five persons be appointed by the President 
and Secretary to be ecs officio members of the committee for 
the purpose of studying and of carrying into effect the rec- 
ommendation. 

MEDIATION. 

Third Resolution. 

Whereas, There is evidence that the people of all Nations, 
belligerent as well as neutral, long for a restoration of peace ; 
and 

Whereas, Under Article 27 of The Hague Convention for 
the peaceful settlement of international disputes, mediation 
is divested of the character of an unfriendly act, and is 
made the moral duty of neutral nations ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the American Peace Society, in annual 
convention assembled, respectfully request the President of 
the United States to take the initiative at the earliest op- 
portunity in tendering, in conjunction with other neutral 
governments, his good offices for the purpose Of establishing 
peace. 

It was voted that the last resolution be personally 
presented to the President of the United States and to 
the Secretary of State by the chairman of the meeting 
and the Secretary of the Society. 

The meeting adjourned at 4.30 p. m. 

The declaration and resolutions passed by the Confer- 
ence follow: 

DECLARATION. 

We believe it is time for the Christian Church to speak 
and to act in the strength and assurance of a deep and full 
loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

We rejoice in all the efforts which are being made by men 
of good intent to substitute judicial process for war and to 
effect world organization. 

We urge the people of the churches to co-operate heartily 
in these brave attempts to take the final and decisive step 
in the evolution of government. But we know that all these 
efforts are foredoomed to failure unless they rest upon a 
spirit of good will and brotherhood and evoke a passionate 
devotion stronger than all limited and local loyalties. 

In a time of disillusion and strife, when men's hearts 
faint and doubt, let Christian men believe and try to make 
all men believe that the gospel of love and faith and hope is 
practical, the only practical way of life for men and for na- 
tions, and that loyalty to the Kingdom of God is supreme 
above all other loyalties. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That since permanent peace must be ultimately 
based on religious sanctions, and back of all international 
organizations must be good will, the American Council call 
a representative Congress of the Churches of the World, to 
meet at the close of this war, when and where the terms of 
peace shall be discussed, or in such other European center 
as may be deemed expedient, to consider how the churches 
of the world may help to establish a new international 
order and, above all, to insist that the nations of the world 
act toward each other in accordance with those principles 
of mutual justice and fairness which regulate the relations 
of good men everywhere, and that the carrying but of this 
plan be referred to the Executive Committee. 

Resolved, That we call upon the churches of America to 
make sacrificial efforts to contribute for the relief of the 
suffering peoples In Europe and Asia, without regard to 
race, religion, or nationality, thus giving powerful proof of 
Christian good will. 
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Resolved, That this Council invite every local congrega- 
tion in the United States to establish its own Peacemakers' 
Committee through which to co-operate in this world move 
ment. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be instructed to 
transmit to all national ecclesiastical bodies in the United 
States copies of the resolutions adopted, and invite them to 
take such action as they may deem wise in order to co- 
operate in this world movement, and particularly to estab- 
lish, if they have not already done so, their own Peace- 
makers' Commissions. 

Resolved, That the Council urge upon the churches : 

(a) Careful study, both of the oriental problem itself, 
and also of the proposals for a fundamental solution which 
have been offered, including comprehensive immigration 
legislation free from race discrimination; 

(6) Such action as may seem wise for embodying in local 
and national legislation, and in our international relations, 
the Christian ideal of universal brotherhood guaranteeing 
to all peoples, small and great, East and West, the enjoy- 
ment of just and equal treatment. 

The following resolution was presented at the close of 
the last session, and was referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee, with power: 

Resolved, That this conference earnestly approves all 
efforts so to shape our pending measures relative to immi- 
gration as to recognize existing agreements with other na- 
tions, by avoiding such actions as would tend to imply 
distrust, and would seem to impugn the honor of such na- 
tions ; and we deeply deplore all efforts to create and imply 
such distrust of our agreements in the absence of any evi- 
dence of the breaking or evasion of such agreements, and 
especially when the nations concerned have reassured us of 
their intention to keep them faithfully. 

In the light of this principle, we deprecate the utterances 
by or through the public press which would tend to em- 
bitter the feelings and injure the relations of good will now 
existing between America and Asiatic and other nations, 
especially such as, without evidence and by gratuitous as- 
sumption, impugn the motives and purposes of these nations 
in their relations with our nation. 

At the first meeting of the Executive Committee, held 
immediately after the Conference, this resolution was 
passed and ordered published. 

Buffalo Peace and Arbitration Society. 

Emphasizing world organization, with its world court 
of justice, and the imperative need of a higher patriot- 
ism, the educational work of the Buffalo Peace and 
Arbitration Society has continued to advance the prin- 
ciples for which this society was founded. The method 
has been to co-ordinate all allied subjects to be pre- 
sented, and plan each season a program of work adapted 
to the schools, the churches, and the clubs, with the 
idea that there will be created sympathy and under- 
standing on the part of parents with what is being done 
by the children in the schools. 

The symbolism of the Peace Flag affords an appeal 
which stirs the mind and heart as nothing else seems to 
at present. Hence, activities have largely centered in 
the making of Peace Flags this year. 

In pursuance of this policy the school committee of 
the Buffalo Society, through its chairman. Superintend- 
ent Henry P. Emerson, assisted by Mrs. Frank F. Wil- 
liams, outlined, at a meeting on April 4 of the principals 
of the public schools, a plan of work based upon the 
leaflet. "Our Peace Flag," to culminate in Peace Day 
exercises on May 18. This meeting was followed by an- 
other of the Women Teachers' Association, when ad- 
dresses were made covering the subjects suggested by 
the leaflet. A letter was then issued to the schools by 



Mr. Emerson, as Superintendent of Education, urging 
the making of a "Peace Flag" in each school. 

Federation of International Polity Clubs. 

A conference on international relations, for univer- 
sity students, will be held at Western Eeserve Univer- 
sity, Cleveland, Ohio, from June 21 to July 1. Some 
of the subjects, which will be discussed by experts of 
national reputation, are as follows : Pan Americanism — 
Pan Americanism as a Lesson to the World ; The Amer- 
ican Policy in Mexico ; The Monroe Doctrine and Pan 
Americanism ; The United States in the Caribbean : 
America's Oriental Policy — The United States and 
Oriental Policies ; The Open Door and Japan's Monroe 
Doctrine for Asia; International Control of Backward 
Paces ; World Organization After the War — Can Amer- 
ica Bemain Isolated? Is Neutrality Impossible? An 
Anglo-American Alliance; The Sanctions of Interna- 
tional Law ; The Freedom of the Seas ; Armaments and 
Commercial Rivalry; The World Court; A League of 
Nations to Enforce Peace ; America and the Great Set- 
tlement; The International Point of View — Interna- 
tionalism as an Essential Element of National Defense ; 
Science, the Universities, and International Relations: 
Nationalism and Internationalism ; The Influence of 
the Press in International Relations ; Compulsory Mili- 
tary Training and Democracy; Social Service and the 
Social Army as a Substitute for Militarism. Detailed 
information can be secured from the Federation office 
at 40 Mt. Vernon street, Boston, Mass. 

California State Church Federation. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Peacemakers' Committee of the Pacific Coast Churches 
connected with the California State Church Federation, 
it was resolved to protest against Senate Bill No. 1695, 
providing- for the military and naval training of citizens 
of the United States between the ages of 12 and 23 
years, with elaborate provisions for imprisonment and 
fines to be applied to those who fail to participate. The 
following resolutions were passed: 

Resolved, By the executive committee of the Peace- 
makers' Committee, representing the Pacific Coast Churches, 
that we disapprove of any increase in the army and navy 
of the United States at this time beyond that provided for 
in the normal appropriations. This is especially important, 
in view of the fact that this country should remain neutral 
in this crisis, and continue to manifest a friendly interest 
in all the contending nations. 

And he it further resolved, That, in view of the fidelity 
and honor with which the Japanese government has kept 
its agreement with this country in the matter of Japanese 
immigration, and in view of the harmony now prevailing 
in Japan and California, we strongly protest against the 
introduction of the Eastern-Asiatic problem into the discus- 
sion concerning increased armament in this country. 

. . . There has recently been organized in London a 
society known as the Grotius Society. The objects of 
the society are to accord facilities for discussion of the 
laws of war and peace and for the interchange of opin- 
ions regarding their operation, and to make suggestions 
for their reform, and generally to advance the study of 
international law. The annual meetings are to be held 
upon the 10th day of April, out of respect to Hugo 
Grotius, who was born upon that day. The officers of 
the Society, which has its headquarters at 1 Mitre Court 
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Buildings, Inner Temple, London, E. C, are : President, 
Lord Eeay, K. T.; vice-president, Professor Goudy, D. 
C. L. ; treasurer, Sir Graham Bower, K. C. M. G. ; Hon. 
secretaries, Hugh H. L. Bellot, D. C. L., and Malcolm 
Carter. The papers read before the society in the year 
1915 have been brought together in a volume of one 
hundred and four interesting pages, the introduction to 
which is written by Professor Goudy, Regius Professor 
of Civil Law, Oxford University. Among other things, 
Dr. Goudy says : 

"But the 'Grotius Society,' though British, is far from 
intending to discuss international questions from a purely 
British standpoint, or to support dogmas because they may 
be thought advantageous to British interests. Any such 
object, indeed, would be fatal to its usefulness and deprive 
it of all influence. Its intention is to treat all international 
questions in an absolutely independent spirit, endeavoring 
to discover the truth, whatever it may be ; to discuss all the 
doctrines of international law; to examine them in the 
light of the present war, and to suggest reforms based on 
humanity and justice wherever possible. It is the welfare 
of the commonwealth of nations, if one may use the expres- 
sion, not of anyone nation or group of nations ; that the soci- 
ety will seek to secure, for international law, if it is to have 
any enduring authority, must be based on the fundamental 
principles of human rights, and must give effect to the com- 
mon welfare of nations. All assertions of right arising 
from patriotism or 'my country before everything (uber 
alles)' must be swept aside as noxious hindrances to prog- 
ress." 



JOINING THE ISSUE 

Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, is known in law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement in the argument with its op- 
ponents is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view 
this department was started in our August number, and it is 
hoped that many of our readers will be stirred to add their 
wisdom to this process of "joining the issue." Any intelli 
gent contribution to the problem, if not too long, will be 
welcomed. — The Editor. 

Los Angeles, Cal., 

May 12, 1916. 
If this Government should say to Carranza and Obre- 
gon and other rulers, "We will hold you personally re- 
sponsible, the same as Villa, and subject to court-mar- 
tial, if you force us into war and cause the deaths of 
more of our citizens, it would have a peace-promoting 
effect. Won't you suggest this to Wilson and the press ? 

J. M. Eoss. 

New England Department of the 
American Peace Society, 
6 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 

May 15, 1916. 
Dear Mr. Call : 

I thank you for sending me a copy of the new edition 
of William Ladd's essay. What a magnificent and abid- 
ing piece of work it is ! We must consider it our foun- 
dation, and rightly claim our place of importance in the 
peace movement of the world. 

Dr. Scott's introduction gives added value to the plan, 
as it shows the evolution of peace projects which were 
printed before the essay that Mr. Ladd prepared and its 
relation to this plan. Dr. Scott has done an excellent 
piece of work. 

Some time I should like to see a bust, portrait, or some 
suitable memorial to William Ladd placed in the Peace 
Palace at The Hague. Mr. Ladd, as I said in a bio- 



graphical sketch of him, deserves a place beside Grotius 
in the world's Hall of Fame. The agitation of such a 
plan at the proper time might also be useful in bringing 
public attention to the work of our Society, which later 
foundations and new associations have a tendency, I 
think undeservedly, to put into the background. 
Sincerely yours, 

James L. Tryon. 

To the Editor of the Advocate of Peace. 

Sir : I wish I might add my belief in the claim of the 
American Peace Society to "being the pioneer in the 
movement toward world peace, and the nucleus around 
which have rallied the world's greatest authorities upon 
international co-operation." 

Twenty years ago there was almost no literature to be 
found on the subject of peace, except that published by 
the American Peace Society. That society was so lim- 
ited by its poverty that a list of its books and pamphlets 
could be printed on one leaf of the Advocate. But 
the society pushed its way and opened up channels of 
communication wherever it could drive a wedge. 

I know that in Colorado, as far back as 1903, the 
American Peace Society, through the work of the W. C. 
T. XL, furnished literature to many of the schools and 
colleges of that State, and this before any educational 
measures were organized for peace work. A few years 
after, through this same influence, the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction sent out a call for the ob- 
servance of the 18th of May, which reached nearly every 
school in Colorado. Many teachers then awakened have 
continued faithful. 

The teachings of the American Peace Society have 
not been in vain, and its principles will yet prevail. It 
is a joy and inspiration to know, through the Advocate 
of Peace, that the former high ideals are not lowered, 
but advanced. 

Ruth H. Spray. 



PEACE AND WAR MEASURES BEFORE 
CONGRESS 

64th Congress, First Session 

(Legislation is introduced into either House of Congress, and bills 
or resolutions are numbered consecutively as filed. They are imme- 
diately referred to the appropriate committee, whose reports bring 
them to the originating Bouse for passage. The following abbre- 
viations are employed: 8., Senate Bill; H. R., House of Repre- 
sentatives Bill; J. Res., Joint Resolution; Con. Res., Concurrent 
Resolution; Res., Resolution; Rept., Report; bills approved by the 
President become statutes, public or private, and are numbered in 
the order of enactment.) 

Defense Establishment. 

Mr. Alexander of Missouri: A bill (H. R. 14671) to pro- 
vide for the training of officers for the merchant marine; 
to the Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

Mr. Brandegee of Connecticut: A bill (S. Res. 182) re- 
questing the Secretary of War to furnish Congress certain 
information relative to plans for improvement of the har- 
bors of the United States which will best provide adequate 
facilities for defensive operations of the fleet, etc.; to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Chamberlain of Oregon: A bill (S. 4876) to provide 
for an increase in the number of cadets at the United States 
Military Academy; to the Committee on Military Affairs; 
S. Rept. 265; debated; amended and passed Senate; re- 
ferred to House Committee on Military Affairs; H. Rept 
548; debated; amended, and passed House; Senate dis- 
agrees to House amendments, and asks for Conference; 
House insists on its amendments, and agrees to a Confer- 



